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FIG. 4
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FIG. 6
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POWER FACTOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/433,653, filed Mar. 29, 2012, and incorpo-
rated by reference herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to informa-
tion technology, and, more particularly, to power factor tech-
nology.

BACKGROUND

Power factor (PF) is a measure of electrical efficiency and
is given by the ratio of kilo-watt (KW) to kilo-volt-ampere
(KVA). KW is actual power consumed by a load whereas
KVA is total power delivered to the load. The power con-
sumed is referred to as active power and the remaining is
referred to as re-active power, and only the active power does
the actual work. However, even though reactive power does
not perform any actual work, it still needs to be generated and
carried.

Power factor varies between 0 (least efficient) and 1 (most
efficient). When PF<1, KVA travels through the wires
between the load and the utility grid, passing back and forth
through, for example, a residential meter. Disadvantages of
low power factor include, by way of example, substantially
higher monthly electricity bills if reactive power is charged,
large capacity payments for providing reactive power, and
reduction of the lifetime of devices.

Improving the power factor is referred to as Power Factor
Correction (PFC). Historically, PFC has been achieved
through specialized, expensive and difficult-to-maintain
hardware at the distribution or consumption site. However,
existing approaches such as capacitor banks have a number of
disadvantages. For example, capacitors are large, so the cost
of plant real estate must be included in economic consider-
ations. Additionally, capacitor banks can provide reactive
power but they cannot absorb it, and capacitor banks typically
have a life of less than ten years, thereby requiring repeated
capital investments.

SUMMARY

In one aspect of the present invention, techniques for
improving power factor are provided. An exemplary com-
puter-implemented method for improving power factor can
include steps of collecting consumption data of at least one
appliance, building a consumption profile for each of the at
least one appliance based on the consumption data collected,
reconstructing reactive power consumption of each of the at
least one appliance based on the consumption profile for each
of the at least one appliance, and computing a schedule for
each of the at least one appliance in accordance the reactive
power consumption of each of the at least one appliance to
improve power factor while respecting at least one constraint.

Another aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of an article of manufacture tangibly
embodying computer readable instructions which, when
implemented, cause a computer to carry out a plurality of
method steps, as described herein. Furthermore, another
aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be imple-
mented in the form of an apparatus including a memory and at
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least one processor that is coupled to the memory and opera-
tive to perform noted method steps. Yet further, another aspect
of the invention or elements thereof can be implemented in
the form of means for carrying out the method steps described
herein, or elements thereof, the means can include (i) hard-
ware module(s), (ii) software module(s), or (iii) a combina-
tion of hardware and software modules; any of (i)-(iii) imple-
ment the specific techniques set forth herein, and the software
modules are stored in a tangible computer-readable storage
medium (or multiple such media).

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description of illustrative embodiments thereof,
which is to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating power travelling without
scheduling;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating power travelling with
scheduling, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example embodi-
ment, according to an aspect of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating operational modality,
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example circuit design to
minimize circulating reactive power, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques for improv-
ing power factor, according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion; and

FIG. 7 is a system diagram of an exemplary computer
system on which at least one embodiment of the invention can
be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described herein, an aspect of the present invention
includes decentralized power factor correction via intelligent
load scheduling. As also described herein, an example
embodiment of the invention provides a saving in electricity
bills by reducing reactive power drawn from grid, a reduction
in distribution system losses by improving power factor, as
well as an improved voltage profile by reducing back and
forth reactive power flow within grid and load.

In at least one embodiment of the invention, capacitive
loads (such as light-emitting diode (LED) lights and electron-
ics) can be scheduled to be run at the same time as highly
inductive loads (such as washing machines, etc.). The net
power factor at the mains/meter will by much closer to 1, and
the capacitive loads can essentially provide reactive power for
the inductive loads. Also, in accordance with at least one
embodiment of the invention, because the schedules are soft-
ware only, no extra hardware (for example, a capacitor bank,
switching circuits, etc.) is required.

As described herein, a framework for improving the power
factor, for example, at a residence, includes taking into
account customer specific preferences and needs, as well as
other factors such as available sources of power including but
not limited to solar power, wind power, local generation, and
other renewable sources. In an example embodiment of the
invention, a circuit can be designed and implemented such
that the electrical distance between inductive and capacitive
loads is reduced to reduce the power losses (due to back and
forth reactive power flow).
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An aspect of the invention includes considering the loca-
tion of non-critical and critical loads (for example, in the same
home or building), including distance reduction loss due to a
power factor less than 1. User preferences can be created
through analysis of historical data or through explicit user
input in a consumption profiler. Further, user preferences are
considered in the compared work. For example, the non-
critical can be used if plugged-in or notused if not plugged-in.
Devices can be scheduled or re-scheduled, and schedulable
loads such as dishwashers and washing machines are neither
critical nor non-critical because they are deferrable but have
deadlines.

Accordingly, an aspect of the invention includes collecting
and building user preferences, and using the preferences to
understand when best to schedule and reschedule loads to
improve power factor. Improving power factor at a residence,
for example, prevents reactive power from oscillating from
the generator to load requiring larger capacity build up.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating power travelling without
scheduling. By way of illustration, FIG. 1 depicts an electric
grid 102 that provides active power (thin grey line) and reac-
tive power (thicker black line). FIG. 1 also depicts an induc-
tive load 104, a resistive load 106 and a capacitive load 108.
As illustrated in FIG. 1, without scheduling, the reactive
power travels between the grid 102 and the inductive load
104.

In every cycle of alternating current, inductive load 104/
capacitive load 108 stores a part of the supplied energy as a
magnetic field/electric field during half of the cycle and stored
energy returns to the source in the remaining half-cycle.
Hence, if the loads operate individually, the source needs to
supply this circulating energy. Fortunately, when capacitor
loads are charged, inductive loads are discharged and vice
versa. Accordingly, while they operate together, in one half-
cycle, capacitive load 108 supplies reactive power to the
inductive load 104 and in the other half-cycle, inductor load
104 sends back the stored energy to the capacitor load 108.
Thus, stored energy circulates within the inductive and
capacitive loads that minimize the long distance circulating
power between source and load.

Additionally, when loads draw the circulating reactive
power from source, a significant portion of this power is lost
(as I°R loss where 1 is current and R is resistance of the wire)
when travelling through long distance transmission lines. If
reactive power circulates locally within inductive and capaci-
tive loads, it reduces transmission loss significantly and also
relieves some capacity on the transmission line.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating power travelling with
scheduling, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. By way of illustration, FIG. 2 depicts an electric grid 112
that provides active power (thin grey line) and reactive power
(thicker black line). FIG. 2 also depicts an inductive load 114,
aresistive load 116 and a capacitive load 118. As illustrated in
FIG. 2, with scheduling, the reactive power travels within
loads.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example embodi-
ment, according to an aspect of the invention. FIG. 3 depicts
agrid 302 as well as a residential or commercial location 304.
Further, as depicted in FIG. 3, a PFC system of an example
embodiment of the invention includes a smart meter 306, a
consumption analyzer/profiler module 308 and a scheduler
module 310.

The smart meter 306 measures active and reactive power
consumption of appliances. A smart meter can already be
installed at many homes due to smart grid initiatives, or can be
installed at a device-level or a main-level or both. The con-
sumption profiler software module 308 can be run on data
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collected from the smart meter 306, and can collect and
update consumption profiles of appliances. Further, the con-
sumption profiler module 308 reconstructs active and reactive
power consumption of each appliance. An embodiment of the
invention can either utilize plug-level meters (where avail-
able) or non-intrusive Appliance Load Metering (NIALM)
along with a database of device characteristics to reconstruct
appliance consumption profiles.

The scheduler software module 310, which can be installed
at home, industry or commercial locations, stores and pro-
cesses consumption history and appliance profiles. Addition-
ally, the scheduler module 310 computes schedules for appli-
ances to improve power factor while respecting external
constraints (such as user availability, comfort, etc.). As
depicted in FIG. 3, the scheduler module displays the sched-
ule to each customer in step 312, and can also edit the sched-
ule (if required) in step 314.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating operational modality,
according to an embodiment of the present invention. By way
of illustration, FIG. 4 depicts an electric grid 402, a smart
energy meter 404, a consumption profiler module 406 and a
scheduler module 414. As also depicted in F1G. 4, the electric
grid 402 provides electricity which is measured by the energy
smart meter 404, which thereby provides input to the con-
sumption profiler module 406. Therein, step 408 includes
collecting a consumption profile and usage patterns. Step 410
includes analyzing and building a consumption profile of
each appliance based on a knowledgebase. Additionally step
412 includes analyzing reactive power consumption of each
appliance.

The consumption profiler module 406 accordingly pro-
vides input to the scheduler module 414. The scheduler mod-
ule 414 includes a planner component 416, which displays the
plan in step 418. Also, user input 420 can cause the scheduler
module 414 to edit the plan in step 422. Ultimately, the final
plan 424 is generated.

An aspect of the invention includes classifying the con-
sumption patterns of loads as resistive, inductive or capaci-
tive. Additionally, the inductive and capacitive appliances are
scheduled in such a way that reactive power travels within the
group of inductive and capacitive appliances, reducing back
and forth movement of reactive power within appliances and
the grid. In accordance with at least one embodiment of the
invention, this is achieved by minimizing following cost func-
tion:

v
g=E+Z[e1 w + e =1,

where E is a cost for consuming reactive powetr, y is the level
of reactive power consumption which is a function the power
factor, R is the rate for reactive power, d' is the number of
appliances, € is a weight factor, I, and I, are measures of the
user inconvenience when the operating level and operating
time (respectively) of the device are modified to improve
power factor, L; is power consumed by load and S,. is source
power capacity.
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By way of illustration, an example embodiment of the
invention can include obtaining load characteristics such as
power profile over time, and power factor profile over time for
different appliance ata location. Accordingly, an aspect of the
invention can then include using a combinatorial optimiza-
tion to co-schedule devices, shift or reschedule devices and
schedule power sources to trade-off overall power factor and
customer utility. A combinatorial solution algorithm can
search through all or a large portion of the space of possible
solutions that satisfy the constraints in order to find a schedule
that maximizes objective function value. Optimal algorithms
can include (but are not limited to) search algorithms such as
breadth first or depth first search of possible schedules. In at
least one embodiment of the invention, intelligent elimination
of infeasible or low objective value solutions can also be
incorporated to improve computational efficiency.

An aspect of the invention can also include using sub-
optimal convex approximations to the overall power factor,
utility and constraints to generate a formulation which can be
solved optimally. Further, another aspect of the invention can
include using sub-optimal non-convex approximations fol-
lowed by sub-optimal heuristics to schedule the loads. When
the number of appliances is large, (sub-optimal) approxima-
tions can be used to schedule devices using various heuristics.
Heuristics reduce the computational cost at the cost of pos-
sible sub-optimality of the objective function value. Heuris-
tics can include but are not limited to branch and bound
algorithms, A* search and genetic algorithms. Such heuristics
intelligently eliminate or postpone the evaluation of large sets
of unlikely solutions.

By way of example, if capacitive and inductive loads are
scheduled to run at the same time, the net power factor can be
increased, resulting in improved power factor without special
hardware. Additionally, at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion includes a circuit design to minimize distance between
scheduled inductive and capacitive loads.

FIG.5is adiagram illustrating an example circuit design to
minimize circulating reactive power, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention. By way of illustration, FIG. 5
depicts a main power line 502, inductive load 504, capacitive
load 506, resistive component 508, inductive load 510 and
capacitive load 512. FIG. 5 displays a circuit design where
inductive and capacitive loads are connected close to each
other, thereby minimizing the reactive power circulation path
between inductive and capacitive loads. This reduces power
loss behind the meter. For example, if the locations of loads
506 and 510 are interchanged, reactive power has to travel a
longer distance as the group of inductive loads is farther from
the group of capacitive loads. This would increase the loss on
the line while transmitting power.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques for improv-
ing power factor, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Aspects of the invention can be carried out, for
example, both automatically and via manual implementation.
Step 602 includes collecting consumption data of at least one
appliance. This step can be carried out, for example, using a
consumption profiler module. Collecting consumption data
of at least one appliance can include collecting consumption
data from a smart meter. Also, the at least one appliance can
be a component of a residence, a group of residences or a
commercial location.

Step 604 includes building a consumption profile for each
of the at least one appliance based on the consumption data
collected. This step can be carried out, for example, using a
consumption profiler module. Step 606 includes reconstruct-
ing reactive power consumption of each of the at least one
appliance based on the consumption profile for each of the at
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6

least one appliance. This step can be carried out, for example,
using a consumption profiler module.

Step 608 includes computing a schedule for each of the at
least one appliance in accordance the reactive power con-
sumption of each of the at least one appliance to improve
power factor while respecting at least one constraint. This
step can be carried out, for example, using a scheduler mod-
ule. Constraints can include, by way of example, user avail-
ability, comfort, user preference for device usage time and
duration and delay, user preference for device usage intensity
and change in intensity, user preference for device co-sched-
uling and re-scheduling, cost related to reactive power, and
available source of power. Available sources of power can
include, but are not limited to, solar power, wind power, local
generation, and other renewable sources which have different
active and reactive power costs and characteristics.

Computing a schedule for each of the at least one appliance
can include co-scheduling multiple appliances to improve a
net power factor. Also, computing a schedule for each of the
at least one appliance can include re-scheduling an appliance
based on real-time pricing of reactive power.

The techniques depicted in FIG. 6 can also include storing
the consumption profile for each of the at least one appliance
in a database. Additionally, as described herein, an embodi-
ment of the invention can include displaying the schedule via
an output device, as well as editing the schedule based on user
input. Further, the consumption profile of an appliance can be
updated. As also detailed herein, the techniques depicted in
FIG. 6 can include implementing a circuit so as to reduce
electrical distance between inductive and capacitive loads so
that power loss is reduced.

The techniques depicted in FIG. 6 can also, as described
herein, include providing a system, wherein the system
includes distinct software modules, each of the distinct soft-
ware modules being embodied on a tangible computer-read-
able recordable storage medium. All the modules (or any
subset thereof) can be on the same medium, or each can be on
a different medium, for example. The modules can include
any or all of the components shown in the figures. In an aspect
of the invention, the modules include a consumption profiler
module and a scheduler module that can run, for example on
a hardware processor. The method steps can then be carried
out using the distinct software modules of the system, as
described above, executing on a hardware processor. Further,
acomputer program product can include a tangible computer-
readable recordable storage medium with code adapted to be
executed to carry out at least one method step described
herein, including the provision of the system with the distinct
software modules.

Additionally, the techniques depicted in FIG. 6 can be
implemented via a computer program product that can
include computer useable program code that is stored in a
computer readable storage medium in a data processing sys-
tem, and wherein the computer useable program code was
downloaded over a network from a remote data processing
system. Also, in an aspect of the invention, the computer
program product can include computer useable program code
that is stored in a computer readable storage medium in a
server data processing system, and wherein the computer
useable program code are downloaded over a network to a
remote data processing system for use in a computer readable
storage medium with the remote system.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
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firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of'a computer program product embodied in a
computer readable medium having computer readable pro-
gram code embodied thereon.

An aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of an apparatus including a memory
and at least one processor that is coupled to the memory and
operative to perform exemplary method steps.

Additionally, an aspect of the present invention can make
use of software running on a general purpose computer or
workstation. With reference to FIG. 7, such an implementa-
tion might employ, for example, a processor 702, a memory
704, and an input/output interface formed, for example, by a
display 706 and a keyboard 708. The term “processor” as used
herein is intended to include any processing device, such as,
for example, one that includes a CPU (central processing
unit) and/or other forms of processing circuitry. Further, the
term “processor” may refer to more than one individual pro-
cessor. The term “memory” is intended to include memory
associated with a processor or CPU, such as, for example,
RAM (random access memory), ROM (read only memory), a
fixed memory device (for example, hard drive), a removable
memory device (for example, diskette), a flash memory and
the like. In addition, the phrase “input/output interface” as
used herein, is intended to include, for example, a mechanism
for inputting data to the processing unit (for example, mouse),
and a mechanism for providing results associated with the
processing unit (for example, printer). The processor 702,
memory 704, and input/output interface such as display 706
and keyboard 708 can be interconnected, for example, via bus
710 as part of a data processing unit 712. Suitable intercon-
nections, for example via bus 710, can also be provided to a
network interface 714, such as a network card, which can be
provided to interface with a computer network, and to a media
interface 716, such as a diskette or CD-ROM drive, which can
be provided to interface with media 718.

Accordingly, computer software including instructions or
code for performing the methodologies of the invention, as
described herein, may be stored in an associated memory
devices (for example, ROM, fixed or removable memory)
and, when ready to be utilized, loaded in part or in whole (for
example, into RAM) and implemented by a CPU. Such soft-
ware could include, but is not limited to, firmware, resident
software, microcode, and the like.

A data processing system suitable for storing and/or
executing program code will include at least one processor
702 coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements 704
through a system bus 710. The memory elements can include
local memory employed during actual implementation of the
program code, bulk storage, and cache memories which pro-
vide temporary storage of at least some program code in order
to reduce the number of times code must be retrieved from
bulk storage during implementation.

Input/output or /O devices (including but not limited to
keyboards 708, displays 706, pointing devices, and the like)
can be coupled to the system either directly (such as via bus
710) or through intervening I/O controllers (omitted for clar-
ity).

Network adapters such as network interface 714 may also
be coupled to the system to enable the data processing system
to become coupled to other data processing systems or remote
printers or storage devices through intervening private or
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public networks. Modems, cable modem and Ethernet cards
are just a few of the currently available types of network
adapters.

As used herein, including the claims, a “server” includes a
physical data processing system (for example, system 712 as
shown in FIG. 7) running a server program. It will be under-
stood that such a physical server may or may not include a
display and keyboard.

As noted, aspects of the present invention may take the
form of a computer program product embodied in a computer
readable medium having computer readable program code
embodied thereon. Also, any combination of one or more
computer readable medium(s) may be utilized. The computer
readable medium may be a computer readable signal medium
ora computer readable storage medium. A computer readable
storage medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an
electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or
semiconductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a
non-exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage
medium would include the following: an electrical connec-
tion having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette,
a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical
storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any suitable
combination of the foregoing. In the context of this document,
a computer readable storage medium may be any tangible
medium that can contain, or store a program for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using an appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of at least one programming language, including an
object oriented programming language such as Java, Small-
talk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural program-
ming languages, such as the “C” programming language or
similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
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understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks. Accordingly, an aspect of the invention
includes an article of manufacture tangibly embodying com-
puter readable instructions which, when implemented, cause
a computer to carry out a plurality of method steps as
described herein.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, component, segment, or
portion of code, which comprises at least one executable
instruction for implementing the specified logical function
(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative imple-
mentations, the functions noted in the block may occur out of
the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks shown
in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially concur-
rently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse
order, depending upon the functionality involved. It will also
be noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented
by special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts, or combinations of special pur-
pose hardware and computer instructions.

It should be noted that any of the methods described herein
can include an additional step of providing a system compris-
ing distinct software modules embodied on a computer read-
able storage medium; the modules can include, for example,
any or all of the components detailed herein. The method
steps can then be carried out using the distinct software mod-
ules and/or sub-modules of the system, as described above,
executing on a hardware processor 702. Further, a computer
program product can include a computer-readable storage
medium with code adapted to be implemented to carry out at
least one method step described herein, including the provi-
sion of the system with the distinct software modules.

In any case, it should be understood that the components
illustrated herein may be implemented in various forms of
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hardware, software, or combinations thereof; for example,
application specific integrated circuit(s) (ASICS), functional
circuitry, an appropriately programmed general purpose digi-
tal computer with associated memory, and the like. Given the
teachings of the invention provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the related art will be able to contemplate other imple-
mentations of the components of the invention.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,”“an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of another feature, integer, step, operation, element, compo-
nent, and/or group thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

At least one aspect of the present invention may provide a
beneficial effect such as, for example, improving a voltage
profile by reducing back and forth reactive power flow within
grid and load.

The descriptions of the various embodiments ofthe present
invention have been presented for purposes of illustration, but
are not intended to be exhaustive or limited to the embodi-
ments disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the described embodiments. The
terminology used herein was chosen to best explain the prin-
ciples of the embodiments, the practical application or tech-
nical improvement over technologies found in the market-
place, or to enable others of ordinary skill in the art to
understand the embodiments disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for improving power
factor, wherein the computer-implemented method com-
prises:

collecting consumption data of at least one inductive appli-

ance and at least one capacitive appliance;
building a consumption profile for each of the at least one
inductive appliance and the at least one capacitive appli-
ance based on the consumption data collected;

reconstructing reactive power consumption of each of the
at least one inductive appliance and the at least one
capacitive appliance based on the consumption profile
for each of'the at least one inductive appliance and the at
least one capacitive appliance, wherein said reactive
power is distinct from active power, said reactive power
being stored in an appliance and said active power being
consumed by the appliance; and
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computing a single operating schedule encompassing the
at least one inductive appliance and the at least one
capacitive appliance, in accordance with the recon-
structed reactive power consumption, to reduce reactive
power flow within the at least one inductive appliance
and the at least one capacitive appliance to improve
power factor while respecting at least one constraint;

wherein the steps are carried out by instructions that are (i)

embodied on at least one non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium and (ii) executable by at least one
computer device.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

storing the consumption profile for each of the at least one

inductive appliance and the at least one capacitive appli-
ance in a database.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

displaying the operating schedule via an output device.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

editing the operating schedule based on user input.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
collecting consumption data of the at least one inductive
appliance and the at least one capacitive appliance comprises
collecting consumption data from a smart meter.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

updating the consumption profile of at least one of the at

least one inductive appliance and the at least one capaci-
tive appliance.

7. The non-transitory computer-implemented method of
claim 1, wherein the at least one constraint comprises at least
one of user availability, comfort, user preference for device
usage time and duration and delay, user preference for device
usage intensity and change in intensity, user preference for
device co-scheduling and re-scheduling, cost related to reac-
tive power, and available source of power.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one inductive appliance is a component of a
residence, a group of residences or a commercial location.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said computing the operating schedule comprises co-sched-
uling multiple appliances to improve a net power factor.
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10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said computing the operating schedule comprises
re-scheduling an appliance based on real-time pricing of reac-
tive power.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

implementing a circuit so as to reduce electrical distance

between inductive and capacitive loads so that power
loss is reduced.

12. A computer-implemented method comprising:

classifying, from a collection of multiple appliances, one

or more inductive appliances and one or more capacitive
appliances;

computing one or more reactive power parameters pertain-

ing to the one or more inductive appliances and the one
or more capacitive appliances; and

scheduling the one or more inductive appliances and the

one or more capacitive appliances together via a single
operating schedule to shorten flow of the reactive power
within the one or more inductive appliances and the one
or more capacitive appliances by minimizing a cost
function, wherein said cost function is based on at least
(1) a cost for consuming reactive power, (ii) a level of
reactive power consumption by the one or more induc-
tive appliances and the one or more capacitive appli-
ances, (iii) a rate for reactive power, and (iv) the number
of appliances among the one or more inductive appli-
ances and the one or more capacitive appliances:

wherein the steps are carried out by instructions that are (i)

embodied on at least one non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium and (ii) executable by at least one
computer device.

13. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the cost function is further based on source power
capacity.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein the cost function is further based on measures of user
inconvenience when an operating level and an operating time,
respectively, of a given appliance are modified.

15. The non-transitory computer-implemented method of
claim 12, wherein the cost function is further based on power
consumed by aload associated with the one or more inductive
appliances and the one or more capacitive appliances.
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