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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods, systems, and computer program products for man-
aging a picogrid with a computing device are provided
herein. A method includes generating one or more power-
related models based on (i) data pertaining to a given device
battery, (ii) data pertaining to one or more context sources,
and (iii) one or more items of power-related historical data;
determining a charging schedule for the given device battery
to provision power for a picogrid based on the one or more
power-related models, wherein said picogrid comprises a set
of one or more additional devices connected to (i) the given
device and (ii) an energy storage component; and imple-
menting the charging schedule on the given device.
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MANAGING A PICOGRID WITH A
COMPUTING DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to infor-
mation technology, and, more particularly, to power-related
technology.

BACKGROUND

Many geographic regions (including, for example, devel-
oping countries) suffer from intense electricity deficits. To
manage such deficits, electricity suppliers commonly induce
periods (for example, multiple hours) of power cuts per day.
Commercial office buildings, by way of example, are par-
ticularly impacted by such power cuts, as office buildings
routinely consume significant amounts of energy during
normal operation. Many commercial office buildings faced
with such power cuts utilize a backup power source such as
a diesel generator (DG) and/or an inverter with a battery to
power essential loads (such as lights and fans) during power
cuts. However, DGs require periodic fuel refills and can
generate fumes. Moreover, due to variability in local fuel
prices, electricity generated by DGs can often be expensive.
Compared to DGs, inverter backups do not require fuel and
produce no fumes. However, inverter backups incur addi-
tional costs due to round-trip losses resulting from transi-
tions from alternating current (AC) to direct current (DC)
and back to AC, and due to the limited lifetimes of inverters
and batteries.

Additionally, office buildings are also commonly exposed
to differential electricity prices not only because of power
cuts but also due to time-of-use (ToU) prices set by utilities
and/or due to intermittent energy supplied by renewable
sources. Accordingly, a need exists for inexpensive tech-
niques for powering essential loads during high-cost hours
in settings such as commercial office buildings.

SUMMARY

In one aspect of the present invention, techniques for
managing a picogrid with a computing device are provided.
An exemplary computer-implemented method can include
steps of generating one or more power-related models based
on (i) data pertaining to a given device battery, (ii) data
pertaining to one or more context sources, and (iii) one or
more items of power-related historical data; determining a
charging schedule for the given device battery to provision
power for a picogrid based on the one or more power-related
models, wherein said picogrid comprises a set of one or
more additional devices connected to (i) the given device
and (ii) an energy storage component; and implementing the
charging schedule on the given device.

In another aspect of the invention, an exemplary com-
puter-implemented method can include steps of generating
(i) a user computing device battery model, (ii) a user
preferences model, and (iii) an energy pricing model based
on data collected from multiple power-related sources;
determining a charging schedule for the user computing
device battery to provision power for a picogrid based on (i)
the user computing device battery model, (ii) the user
preferences model, and (iii) the energy pricing model,
wherein said picogrid comprises a set of one or more devices
connected to the user computing device; implementing the
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2

charging schedule on the user computing device; and updat-
ing the charging schedule in response to one or more
changed parameters.

Another aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of an article of manufacture
tangibly embodying computer readable instructions which,
when implemented, cause a computer to carry out a plurality
of method steps, as described herein. Furthermore, another
aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be imple-
mented in the form of an apparatus including a memory and
at least one processor that is coupled to the memory and
configured to perform noted method steps. Yet further,
another aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of means for carrying out the
method steps described herein, or elements thereof; the
means can include hardware module(s) or a combination of
hardware and software modules, wherein the software mod-
ules are stored in a tangible computer-readable storage
medium (or multiple such media).

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description of illustrative embodiments thereof,
which is to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example architecture
for a picogrid, according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating example picogrid archi-
tecture wherein multiple laptops pool their battery capability
to provide power to a fan and a light, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating example picogrid archi-
tecture with additional battery storage for the fan and the
light, according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example laptop battery
charge management software system as per an example
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques according
to an embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 6 is a system diagram of an exemplary computer
system on which at least one embodiment of the invention
can be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described herein, an aspect of the present invention
includes managing the operation of a picogrid with a com-
puting device. As used herein, a picogrid includes a set of
devices connected to a power source and wherein the
picogrid has its own dedicated energy storage device. By
way of example, at least one embodiment of the invention
includes a DC picogrid which includes a combination of
local energy storage (such as batteries, which may be
included with a computing device such as in a laptop) and
personal DC appliances such as light-emitting diode (LED)
lights and/or DC fans. In such an example, the DC appli-
ances are powered by a computing device battery when there
is a grid power outage and a (potentially expensive) backup
source is otherwise providing electricity. Cost savings are
realized through multiple mechanisms, including, for
example: (i) by reducing the dependence on high-power
functions such as lighting and air conditioning during high-
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cost hours, and (ii) by leveraging the variable cost of energy
for charging the computing device battery over the course of
the day.

Also, in one or more embodiments of the invention, a
picogrid can be used as a stand-alone personal system,
and/or it can be used to supplement or replace a central
lighting and heating system. As further described via
examples herein, laptop processors are used as representa-
tive computing devices and laptop batteries as representative
energy storage devices, with such a combination being
referred to as a laptop-managed picogrid. However, it is to
be appreciated that one or more embodiments of the inven-
tion can be extended or modified to include a combination
of any computing device controlling the status of any energy
storage component. For instance, it is noted that other
portable computing devices can be used (that is, in lieu of or
in addition to a laptop) in connection with one or more
embodiments of the invention. Such portable computing
devices can include, for example, tablets and/or devices that
have sufficient battery capacity to power a picogrid.

As further illustrated herein, an example embodiment of
the invention can include a DC supply provided to one or
more devices of a picogrid by a laptop battery and/or by an
external storage controlled by a computing platform. As
further described herein, such an embodiment can include
performing charge management of the laptop battery to
provision sufficient energy for powering the picogrid while
satisfying one or more performance constraints.

One aspect of the invention includes a data-driven frame-
work for modelling battery characteristics, wherein such
models can be used to define the state dynamics for an
optimization algorithm, such as detailed further herein.
Modelling includes a data collection phase. In an example
embodiment of the invention, a data collection protocol can
be implemented in the background of a given device (such
as a laptop) without the need for user interaction. A data
collection phase can include collecting battery data at a
defined interval (for example, every minute), and periodi-
cally uploading the collected data to a central server or
locally within the device. Such battery data to be collected
can include both static (for example, manufacturer informa-
tion) and dynamic (for example, charge level) data sets for
the given battery. A glossary of example fields relevant to
battery modelling includes the following:

Field Symbol Units

Charge Rate P Watts (W)
Discharge Rate Pens w

Charge Remaining X; (fraction)
Battery Capacity Eax Watt-hour (Wh)

By way of further illustration, consider the following
example, wherein an initial assumption is made that the
charging rate of a battery (such as, for example, a Lithium-
ion battery) is a function of the battery’s state of charge
(SOC) at any given instant. To quantify this dependency,
obtained charging rate data can be plotted against a normal-
ized SOC (the ratio of the actual state of charge to the battery
capacity) of the battery. Regression analysis can then be
used to develop a mathematical model of the charging rate
as a function of the normalized SOC. In the following
equation, P, , denotes the charging rate of the nth laptop
battery and x, denotes its normalized SOC. As detailed
herein, the underlying mathematical model is assumed to be
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piece-wise linear. The constants a, ,, a,,,, a;
obtained from the noted regression analysis:

and c, are

M

€8]

P QX+ az, 0=<x,<c,
n =
an a3 (l=x,) cp=x,<1

consistent with the fact that when the battery is charged to
its maximum capacity, no power is drawn for charging the
battery even when the laptop is plugged-in.

During discharge, the battery provides power to laptop
components such as the processors, display, cooling fans and
a graphics processing unit (GPU) (also cumulatively
referred to herein as a processor load), as well as any
external devices connected to the laptop. In an example
embodiment of the invention, it is assumed that the dis-
charge rate for a given laptop battery is nearly uniform over
time. Therefore, in such an embodiment, the power con-
sumption P,,,,,, by the processor load is modelled to be
constant and nominally equal to the mean discharge rate
observed using historical data.

Additionally, at least one embodiment of the invention
includes generating and/or implementing an optimization
algorithm for a picogrid architecture. The algorithm can be,
by way of example, embedded in the software of the
corresponding device (such as a laptop) and utilize a com-
bination of models (such as detailed above) and a schedule
of power costs for a given time period (for example, over the
course of a day) to compute charge and/or discharge deci-
sions for the battery.

By way merely of illustration, consider a picogrid archi-
tecture that incorporates universal serial bus (USB) speci-
fications, and that USB ports on the laptop have a power
rating sufficient to run a small fan and an LED light.
Accordingly, FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example
architecture for a picogrid, according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

By way of illustration, FIG. 1 depicts a fan 112 and a light
110 directly powered from a laptop 102 via an electronic
switch 108. As also depicted in FIG. 1, the laptop 102, which
includes a battery 104 and a processor 106, outputs power
flow and logical instructions to the electronic switch 108. In
at least one embodiment of the invention, the electronic
switch 108, which is implemented to change the on-off
status of the devices (that is, the fan 112 and the light 110)
can be implemented in the form of software.

As noted above, the battery charging rate for any laptop
can be given by Equation (1). As such, by way of further
illustration, let the threshold for a power cost above which
the picogrid devices are activated be equal to n,, and the
combined power drawn by the devices be equal to P, In
the following example, the n subscript which was used for
indexing the laptops above has been dropped because the
problem in the following illustration is being formulated for
a single laptop. Accordingly, the time period of optimization
is discretized into N intervals, and the subscript i is used to
index all quantities by time period. Also, the binary variable
W 4oy, 18 1 defined to be equal to 1 when the effective power
cost in time period i, n,zn,, and 0 otherwise. Additionally,
the battery discharge rate P, , is given by Equation (2)
below:

Note that in the above model, P, ,,=0 when x,=1. This is

Peni=P +Waevi Paev

comp,i

@
Further, at least one embodiment of the invention can
include defining the decision variable for drawing power
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from the plug during time period t, to be u,;,, . If the
maximum energy capacity of the battery is given by E, .
and each time interval is of length AT, the total power drawn
from the plug in period t; is given by Equation (3) and the
state (normalized SOC) update for the next time step is given
by Equation (4), as follows:

3

Poiug,i = Uplug,i - [Peni + Pachi]
Uptugi * Peni = (1 = tppug.i) - Pagcn,i [C)]

AT
Ennax

Xiel =X+

The total cost over the optimization time window is the
sum of the energy consumed during each time interval of
length AT, scaled by the corresponding power cost 1),. This
is formulated in Equation (5) below, with the total number
of time periods in the optimization window being N:

J: :zile”plug,i'/P e tPcompitWaevi Pae AT 3)

An optimum charge and/or discharge policy is one that
minimizes J over the decision variable space defined by
U,z With i€{1, 2, ..., N}, subject to the dynamics defined
by Equation (4) and the following constraints:

Upiug,i €10, 1} Binary decision variable, and

Tres* (Peomp,i + Paev)

Xz
Enax

Minimum charge level.

The minimum charge constraint is based on a user-defined
threshold for the minimum battery reserve time that is
maintained by the algorithm, T, . The scaling factor for T,
is calculated assuming that this reserve time is to be main-
tained even with the devices running. Additionally, the
power cost schedule can be obtained, for example, from the
utility provider (such as from the provider’s website).

Additionally, as described herein, at least one embodi-
ment of the invention includes generating and/or implement-
ing an algorithm that is adaptable to a vast number of
combinations of cost levels and/or pricing schedules and
times, while still realizing a maximum cost reduction. A goal
of such an algorithm includes computing the decisions for
controlling the state of a given battery over the length of a
given look-ahead window. Therefore, there are two natural
state variables in the problem: x (the normalized SOC) and
t (time). In an example embodiment of the invention, both
variables are discretized to some desired level of granularity.
The minimum time to discharge T, can be converted to a
minimum SOC constraint using the discharge rate (P, +
P.,). Assuming that the SOC at the start of optimization
window x(t;) is known, the state dynamics can be propa-
gated forward.

Also, the reachable portion of the state space can be
defined by the initial state and the battery dynamics. One
boundary of the reachable state space can be realized by
assigning u,,,, ;=1 V,. Another boundary can be realized by
discharging the battery to its minimum acceptable SOC and
keeping the battery close to this value using short charge/
discharge cycles. This minimum SOC cannot be kept con-
stant because of the integer nature of the decision variable
U, All other SOC trajectories are to remain within the
two boundaries defined above.

The computational complexity of the algorithm scales
linearly with the length of the time window and the level of
discretization. The minimum cost trajectory within the fea-
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sible set described above can be obtained by framing the
problem as a shortest-path problem, and solving the problem
using Djikstra’s algorithm (which is to be appreciated by
one skilled in the art). By way of illustration, assume that x
(the normalized SOC) belongs to a discrete set of size K, and
that the optimization time window is discretized into N time
periods. As such, the following matrices of size Kx(N+1) are
defined, with the (N+1)” column representing the end of the
final time period:

C, with each element containing the minimum cost to
reach state (x(t,), t,), wherein i is an integer, 1=i<(N+1);

P, with each element containing the SOC at time step t,_;
on the optimal path from (x(t,), t,) to (x(t,), t,); and

D, containing the decision taken at time step on the
optimal path from (x(t,), t,) to (x(t,), t,).

The initial value of all entries in C is o, except for the
initial state (x(t,), t,). The algorithm begins by enumerating
all decisions that can be taken at this initial state. With one
decision variable u,,;,, ; that can take two values, the number
of available decisions is two. This leads to two potential
destination states at the time stage t,. Also, the cost to reach
these states is a function of u,,,,, and is given by the
corresponding term in Equation (5). Further, the elements of
C, P and D corresponding to the two potential destination
states are updated appropriately.

Proceeding similarly, the algorithm enumerates the deci-
sions that can be taken at all reachable states at time t,,
1=i=N. However, not all states at a given stage t, are
reachable, either because no combination of decisions from
the initial state arrives at the given state, or because reaching
the state(s) is prohibited by one or more constraints. If a
given state is reachable through more than one combination
of decisions, only the lowest-cost path is saved. Initializing
all elements of C to o ensures that the first feasible path
arriving at any state is saved.

Because the maximum number of reachable states is
upper bounded by the total number of states KN, and the
maximum number of feasible decisions at any state is two,
the maximum number of cost evaluations required in the
computation phase of the algorithm is 2KN. The computa-
tional complexity of the algorithm thus scales linearly with
both K and N. Once all decisions at time stage t,, have been
evaluated, the optimum solution can be determined by
selecting the minimum entry in the (N+1)? column of C and
following the path and decision matrices backwards starting
from this entry.

At least one embodiment of the invention can also include
consideration of additional state constraints. For example,
the final state of charge may be constrained to be equal to the
initial state of charge in order to maintain day-to-day con-
tinuity. Such a constraint can be incorporated by identifying
the shortest path from (x(t,), t;) to (x(t,), tx, ). Other types
of state constraints may be similarly imposed, either in the
form of a range of acceptable final SOCs or in the form of
fixed values for the decision variables u,,,, ; for some t,. An
effect of such constraints on the optimization algorithm
includes the elimination of the affected state trajectories
from the search space.

Additionally, in at least one embodiment of the invention,
a picogrid includes the pooling of resources from multiple
laptops (such as depicted in FIG. 2) or by introducing an
intermediate power storage device (such as depicted in FIG.
3). The optimization formulation for the FIG. 2 embodiment
is similar to the optimization formulation described above.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating example picogrid archi-
tecture wherein multiple laptops pool their battery capability
to provide power to a fan and a light, according to an
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embodiment of the present invention. By way of illustration,
FIG. 2 depicts a collection of laptops, namely, laptops 202a,
2025, 202¢ and 202d (referred to herein collectively as
laptop collection 202). FIG. 2 also depicts a fan 212 and a
light 210 powered from the laptop collection 202 via a
power circuit 204 and an electronic switch 208. Specifically,
the laptop collection 202 outputs power flow to the power
circuit 204 and outputs logical instructions to the electronic
switch 208.

When the number of laptops that are plugged-in is insuf-
ficient for powering the other devices of the picogrid, the
electronic switch 208 can draw power from AC mains (plug)
206. Such an architecture can also be implemented, by way
of example, using a setup modelled on a grid-tied inverter,
which performs a similar function.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating example picogrid archi-
tecture with additional battery storage for the fan and the
light, according to an embodiment of the invention. By way
of illustration, FIG. 3 depicts a fan 312 and a light 310
powered from laptop 302 via an electronic switch 308 and
a battery 307. Specifically, the laptop 302 outputs power
flow and logical instructions to the electronic switch 308,
which interacts with the battery 307 to provide power flow
to the fan 312 and the light 310. Additionally, the laptop 302
can open and close the electronic switch 308, which controls
battery discharging and charging, respectively.

By way of example, battery 307 can include an external
re-chargeable battery with a power delivery rating sufficient
for running the fan 312 and the light 310. The battery 307
can be trickle-charged from a USB port on the laptop 302.
This necessitates that an extra degree of freedom be included
in the form of an additional decision variable u,.,,;, which
controls the charging of the external battery. The power
rating at which this battery is charged is denoted by P, ;. As
such, the discharge rate for the laptop battery is as follows:
P,

reh

Py =P, comp,ittren,i

The total power drawn from the plug at time t, is still
given by Equation (3), with the revised value of P, .
Accordingly, the total energy cost over the optimization time
window is given by:

=

J = Mi Upiug,i - [Pen,i + Peomp,i + Urchyi - Pren] -AT

i

The optimum charge/discharge policy is that which mini-
mizes J over the decision variable space defined by u,,,,
and u,_, ;, subject to the system dynamics defined by Equa-

tion (4) ‘and the following constraints:

Upiug,i €10, 1},
treni €10, 1},

. Tres * (Peomp,i + Pren)
L p Lo compd 7Tl
Ernax ’

Tpar,res * Pdev

Xpat,i =
! Eba!,max

The last constraint pertains to the minimum charge level
of the intermediate battery, and is analogous to the constraint
for the laptop battery charge state. The minimum time for
which the battery should be able to run the devices is given
by T, . the energy capacity of the external battery is
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Ejpatmaxs and the power supplied is P ,,. The computational
procedure for calculating optimal policies remains the same
as detailed above, except for the fact that there are now two
decision variables that can take two values each. Therefore,
the number of decisions at each time step is four, and the
worst-case number of computations is 4KN.

Further, the number of charging cycles is known to affect
the life of Lithium-ion batteries. Accordingly, at least one
embodiment of the invention assumes that each switch from
charging to discharging, or vice versa, reduces the life of the
battery by a fraction a. Switches in the charging decision
can be penalized in the optimization algorithm by increasing
the stage cost from time t, | to t; by the same fraction c of
the replacement cost of the battery. Assuming u,,,,., ,=1, the
only change in the optimization formulation is a change of
the objective function in Equation (5) to the following,

wherein C,,, represents the replacement of the battery:

N
J = Z (Tii “Uplug,i * [Poh + Poomp,i + Udev,i * Pev] +
=y
[(1 = thptug i Whpiug,im1 + Uplug,i(1 — Uptugi-1)] N
XOR operation

C,EP]AT

At least one embodiment of the invention also includes
incorporating stochastic events, such as unscheduled power
cuts or unplug events, within the framework detailed herein.
In such an embodiment, the optimization algorithm accom-
modates stochastic models pertaining to such events when
available. For example, a model for geographical regions
with highly unpredictable power supply can include an
assumption that power cuts happen as a Bernoulli process
with parameter q. Therefore, every time interval t, can
witness a loss of power with probability q. The power cost
during this interval will likely be higher (for example, 18.54
monetary units per kilowatt-hour), and the deterministic cost
factor in Equation (5) can then be replaced by the expected
cost seen in any time period:

n'=(1-q)n+q-18.54.

The mathematical formulation described here can accom-
modate a time-varying power loss probability, and the
dynamic nature of q can include a function of the time of
day, or of the length of the forecast.

Incorporating unexpected unplug events poses a different
challenge, because such events invalidate u,,,,. =1 decisions
for the relevant periods t,. The dynamic programming for-
mulation can plan for such events using stochastic modelling
of state transitions. Because stochasticity has the effect of
introducing greater uncertainty in the forecast, it is expected
that the effect would be an increase in the threshold for the
minimum acceptable SOC. The precise changes will depend
on the probability model for the unplug events.

Additionally, a software application that implements one
or more embodiments of the invention (for example, a
software application that can run on a laptop) features a
reactive functionality, by responding in real-time to user
events such as plugging and unplugging, and also to system
events such as an unexpected drop in battery charge to below
the minimum allowable threshold. Also, such a software
application can be implemented in the form of a background
operating system (OS) service. Further, an example software
architecture can be comprised of various sub-components,
such as depicted in FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example laptop battery
charge management software system as per an example
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embodiment of the present invention. By way of illustration,
FIG. 4 depicts a battery monitor component 408, which
tracks the state of the battery in an independent thread, and
generates safe and dangerous events when necessary (as
determined and/or identified via step 409). Additionally, an
optimizer component 412 allows the optimization algorithm
to be called by the main thread 406 whenever the event
queue 404 determines that optimization is to be performed.
The charge controller component 414 provides a program-
mable interface for switching the battery charging status on
demand. The schedule implementation module 410 commu-
nicates with the charge controller component 414 to follow
the schedule generated by the optimization algorithm. Addi-
tionally, the schedule can be paused and resumed based on
system events (as derived from the operating system com-
ponent 402) such as plugging, unplugging, sleep, hiberna-
tion, etc.

Example events to be handled can be classified as plug,
unplug, start, stop, safe battery level and dangerous battery
level events. The plug and unplug events are generated
whenever the laptop is plugged into or unplugged from a
physical power source. A plug event typically demands
re-computation of the optimal schedule and therefore
invokes the optimization algorithm. On the other hand, an
unplug event pauses the schedule implementation module
410 and monitors the system status until the next plug event
is generated. In order to prevent an excessive number of
re-computation commands being generated in the case of
rapid plug and unplug events, an inbuilt time threshold is
incorporated into one or more embodiments of the inven-
tion, wherein this threshold is to be exceeded before a
charging schedule expires following an unplug event.

A dangerous battery level event is generated by the
battery monitor thread whenever the residual battery level
falls below the minimum threshold defined by T,,.. Upon
receiving this event, the application suspends the schedule
implementation module 410 and allows uninterrupted bat-
tery charging. A new optimal schedule is generated and
implemented whenever the battery level returns to a safe
value. Risks surrounding a dangerous battery level are
safe-guarded against in one or more embodiments of the
invention by using a conservative minimum time to dis-
charge T,.,, and by employing a model predictive control
(MPC) methodology that involves periodic re-optimization.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a device battery
charge management technique according to an embodiment
of the invention. Step 502 includes generating one or more
power-related models based on (i) data pertaining to a given
device battery, (ii) data pertaining to one or more context
sources, and (iii) one or more items of power-related his-
torical data. As detailed herein, the given device battery can
include, for example, a laptop battery. The battery can also
include a battery of a portable computing device with
sufficient storage capacity to power the picogrid. Addition-
ally, data pertaining to the given device battery can include
data related to charge rate of the given device battery, data
related to discharge rate of the given device battery, and/or
capacity of the given device battery. Also, items of power-
related historical data can include, for example, one or more
historical power cut schedules and/or an energy price sched-
ule.

Further, context sources can include, for example, one or
more battery-related constraints, one or more user-related
constraints, one or more user calendar entries as well as one
or more user preferences. User preferences can include a
lower bound on time before a complete discharge of the
device battery, a scheduled time for ending use of the device
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battery, a scheduled time for beginning use of the device
battery, an average state of charge of the device battery at the
scheduled time for beginning use of the device battery,
and/or an average duration of time for use of the device
battery.

Step 504 includes determining a charging schedule for the
given device battery to provision power for a picogrid based
on the one or more power-related models (using, for
example, the optimization methodology described herein),
wherein said picogrid comprises a set of one or more
additional devices connected to (i) the given device and (ii)
an energy storage component (which can be resident on or
incorporated in the given device). Step 506 includes imple-
menting the charging schedule on the given device.

Additionally, at least one embodiment of the invention
includes generating (i) a user computing device battery
model, (ii) a user preferences model, and (iii) an energy
pricing model based on data collected from multiple power-
related sources, as well as determining a charging schedule
for the user computing device battery to provision power for
a picogrid based on (i) the user computing device battery
model, (ii) the user preferences model, and (iii) the energy
pricing model, wherein said picogrid comprises a set of one
or more devices connected to the user computing device.
Such an embodiment of the invention further includes
implementing the charging schedule on the user computing
device, and updating the charging schedule in response to
one or more changed parameters. Also, the changed param-
eters can include, for example, a modeling error, user
deviation from the charging schedule, a change in a pro-
jected energy price schedule, and/or passage of a pre-
determined amount of time. Further, in such an embodiment,
determining and/or updating the charging schedule can be
based on solving an optimization problem to minimize a
projected cost of power consumed by the picogrid over a
given period of time, subject to one or more battery-related
constraints and/or one or more user-related constraints.

The techniques depicted in FIG. 5 can also, as described
herein, include providing a system, wherein the system
includes distinct software modules, each of the distinct
software modules being embodied on a tangible computer-
readable recordable storage medium. An exemplary embodi-
ment of such a system is depicted in FIG. 4. All of the
modules (or any subset thereof) can be on the same medium,
or each can be on a different medium, for example. The
modules can include any or all of the components shown in
the figures and/or described herein. In an aspect of the
invention, the modules can run, for example, on a hardware
processor. The method steps can then be carried out using
the distinct software modules of the system, as described
above, executing on a hardware processor. Further, a com-
puter program product can include a tangible computer-
readable recordable storage medium with code adapted to be
executed to carry out at least one method step described
herein, including the provision of the system with the
distinct software modules.

Additionally, the techniques depicted in FIG. 5 can be
implemented via a computer program product that can
include computer useable program code that is stored in a
computer readable storage medium in a data processing
system, and wherein the computer useable program code
was downloaded over a network from a remote data pro-
cessing system. Also, in an aspect of the invention, the
computer program product can include computer useable
program code that is stored in a computer readable storage
medium in a server data processing system, and wherein the
computer useable program code is downloaded over a
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network to a remote data processing system for use in a
computer readable storage medium with the remote system.

An aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of an apparatus including a
memory and at least one processor that is coupled to the
memory and configured to perform exemplary method steps.

Additionally, an aspect of the present invention can make
use of software running on a general purpose computer or
workstation. With reference to FIG. 6, such an implemen-
tation might employ, for example, a processor 602, a
memory 604, and an input/output interface formed, for
example, by a display 606 and a keyboard 608. The term
“processor” as used herein is intended to include any pro-
cessing device, such as, for example, one that includes a
CPU (central processing unit) and/or other forms of pro-
cessing circuitry. Further, the term “processor” may refer to
more than one individual processor. The term “memory” is
intended to include memory associated with a processor or
CPU, such as, for example, RAM (random access memory),
ROM (read only memory), a fixed memory device (for
example, hard drive), a removable memory device (for
example, diskette), a flash memory and the like. In addition,
the phrase “input/output interface” as used herein, is
intended to include, for example, a mechanism for inputting
data to the processing unit (for example, mouse), and a
mechanism for providing results associated with the pro-
cessing unit (for example, printer). The processor 602,
memory 604, and input/output interface such as display 606
and keyboard 608 can be interconnected, for example, via
bus 610 as part of a data processing unit 612. Suitable
interconnections, for example via bus 610, can also be
provided to a network interface 614, such as a network card,
which can be provided to interface with a computer network,
and to a media interface 616, such as a diskette or CD-ROM
drive, which can be provided to interface with media 618.

Accordingly, computer software including instructions or
code for performing the methodologies of the invention, as
described herein, may be stored in associated memory
devices (for example, ROM, fixed or removable memory)
and, when ready to be utilized, loaded in part or in whole (for
example, into RAM) and implemented by a CPU. Such
software could include, but is not limited to, firmware,
resident software, microcode, and the like.

A data processing system suitable for storing and/or
executing program code will include at least one processor
602 coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements 604
through a system bus 610. The memory elements can
include local memory employed during actual implementa-
tion of the program code, bulk storage, and cache memories
which provide temporary storage of at least some program
code in order to reduce the number of times code must be
retrieved from bulk storage during implementation. Input/
output or I/O devices (including but not limited to keyboards
608, displays 606, pointing devices, and the like) can be
coupled to the system either directly (such as via bus 610)
or through intervening I/O controllers (omitted for clarity).

Network adapters such as network interface 614 may also
be coupled to the system to enable the data processing
system to become coupled to other data processing systems
or remote printers or storage devices through intervening
private or public networks. Modems, cable modems and
Ethernet cards are just a few of the currently available types
of network adapters.

As used herein, including the claims, a “server” includes
a physical data processing system (for example, system 612
as shown in FIG. 6) running a server program. It will be
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understood that such a physical server may or may not
include a display and keyboard.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
and/or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of
the present invention may take the form of an entirely
hardware embodiment, an entirely software embodiment
(including firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or
an embodiment combining software and hardware aspects
that may all generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,”
“module” or “system.” Furthermore, as noted herein, aspects
of the present invention may take the form of a computer
program product that may include a computer readable
storage medium (or media) having computer readable pro-
gram instructions thereon for causing a processor to carry
out aspects of the present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can to retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access memory
(SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a
floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device such as punch-
cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions
recorded thereon, and any suitable combination of the fore-
going. A computer readable storage medium, as used herein,
is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se, such
as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic
waves, electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave-
guide or other transmission media (for example, light pulses
passing through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals
transmitted through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Java, Smalltalk,
C++ or the like, and conventional procedural programming
languages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
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partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a
remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer (for example, through the Internet using
an Internet Service Provider). In some embodiments, elec-
tronic circuitry including, for example, programmable logic
circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGA), or pro-
grammable logic arrays (PLA) may execute the computer
readable program instructions by utilizing state information
of the computer readable program instructions to personalize
the electronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects of the
present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These
computer readable program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a
computer, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that
the computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
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special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

It should be noted that any of the methods described
herein can include an additional step of providing a system
comprising distinct software modules embodied on a com-
puter readable storage medium; the modules can include, for
example, any or all of the components detailed herein. The
method steps can then be carried out using the distinct
software modules and/or sub-modules of the system, as
described above, executing on a hardware processor 602.
Further, a computer program product can include a com-
puter-readable storage medium with code adapted to be
implemented to carry out at least one method step described
herein, including the provision of the system with the
distinct software modules.

In any case, it should be understood that the components
illustrated herein may be implemented in various forms of
hardware, software, or combinations thereof, for example,
application specific integrated circuit(s) (ASICS), functional
circuitry, an appropriately programmed general purpose
digital computer with associated memory, and the like.
Given the teachings of the invention provided herein, one of
ordinary skill in the related art will be able to contemplate
other implementations of the components of the invention.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of another feature, integer, step, operation,
element, component, and/or group thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. At least one aspect
of the present invention may provide a beneficial effect such
as, for example, providing an intelligent charge management
system to operate DC appliances driven by laptop batteries
in a time-varying power pricing regime.

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the
present invention have been presented for purposes of
illustration, but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited
to the embodiments disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the
described embodiments. The terminology used herein was
chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments, the
practical application or technical improvement over tech-
nologies found in the marketplace, or to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments
disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

generating one or more power-related models based on (i)

data pertaining to a battery of a given device, (ii) data
pertaining to one or more context sources, and (iii) one
or more items of power-related historical data, wherein
said one or more items of power-related historical data
comprise an energy price schedule, and wherein said
one or more context sources comprise user preferences
comprising (a) a scheduled time for beginning use of
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the battery of the given device, (b) an average state of
charge of the battery of the given device at the sched-
uled time for beginning use, and (¢) an average duration
of time for use of the battery of the given device;

determining a charging schedule for the battery of the
given device to provision power for a picogrid based on
the one or more power-related models, wherein the
battery of the given device comprises a battery of a
portable computing device with sufficient storage
capacity to power said picogrid, and wherein said
picogrid comprises a set of one or more additional
devices connected to (i) the given device and (ii) an
energy storage component; and

implementing the charging schedule on the given device;

wherein said generating, said determining, and said

implementing are carried out by at least one computing
device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the battery of the given
device comprises a laptop battery.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said data pertaining to
the given device battery comprise data related to a charge
rate of the battery of the given device.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said data pertaining to
the battery of the given device comprise data related to a
discharge rate of the battery of the given device.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said data pertaining to
the battery of the given device comprise a capacity of the
battery of the given device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said one or more
context sources comprise one or more user-related con-
straints.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said user preferences
comprise a lower bound on time before a complete discharge
of the battery of the given device.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said user preferences
comprise a scheduled time for ending use of the battery of
the given device.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein said one or more
context sources comprise one or more battery-related con-
straints.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said one or more
items of power-related historical data comprise one or more
historical power cut schedules.

11. A computer program product, the computer program
product comprising a computer readable storage medium
having program instructions embodied therewith, the pro-
gram instructions executable by a computing device to cause
the computing device to:

generate one or more power-related models based on (i)

data pertaining to a battery of a given device, (ii) data
pertaining to one or more context sources, and (iii) one
or more items of power-related historical data, wherein
said one or more items of power-related historical data
comprise an energy price schedule, and wherein said
one or more context sources comprise user preferences
comprising (a) a scheduled time for beginning use of
the battery of the given device, (b) an average state of
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charge of the battery of the given device at the sched-
uled time for beginning use, and (c) an average duration
of time for use of the battery of the given device;

determine a charging schedule for the battery of the given
device to provision power for a picogrid based on the
one or more power-related models, wherein the battery
of the given device comprises a battery of a portable
computing device with sufficient storage capacity to
power said picogrid, and wherein said picogrid com-
prises a set of one or more additional devices connected
to (i) the given device and (ii) an energy storage
component; and

implement the charging schedule on the given device.

12. A system comprising:

a memory; and

at least one processor coupled to the memory and con-

figured for:

generating one or more power-related models based on
(i) data pertaining to a battery of a given device, (ii)
data pertaining to one or more context sources, and
(iii) one or more items of power-related historical
data, wherein said one or more items of power-
related historical data comprise an energy price
schedule, and wherein said one or more context
sources comprise user preferences comprising (a) a
scheduled time for beginning use of the battery of the
given device, (b) an average state of charge of the
battery of the given device at the scheduled time for
beginning use, and (c) an average duration of time
for use of the battery of the given device;

determining a charging schedule for the battery of the
given device to provision power for a picogrid based
on the one or more power-related models, wherein
the battery of the given device comprises a battery of
a portable computing device with sufficient storage
capacity to power said picogrid, and wherein said
picogrid comprises a set of one or more additional
devices connected to (i) the given device and (ii) an
energy storage component; and

implementing the charging schedule on the given
device.

13. The method of claim 1, comprising:

updating the charging schedule in response to one or more

changed parameters.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said one or more
changed parameters comprise at least one of a modeling
error, user deviation from the charging schedule, a change in
a projected energy price schedule, and passage of a pre-
determined amount of time.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein said updating is
based on solving an optimization problem to minimize a
projected cost of power consumed by the picogrid over a
given period of time, subject to at least one of (i) one or more
battery-related constraints and (ii) one or more user-related
constraints.



